PROTESTANTISM AND PROLETARIAT
movements in the sense that they recruited the main
body of their adherents from the working classes.
Whatever their theological shortcomings from the
standpoint of a catholic Christianity, they carried on
the positive and creative work of the earlier Non-
conformity: they rehabilitated, and revalidated the
individual, and so prepared the way for the claim to
political equality. The fact that their ministers were
drawn from the ranks, though it involved that breach
with the tradition of culture which Matthew Arnold
deplored, nevertheless gave to their religious organiza-
tion a spirit of independence which naturally sought
political expression.
Such religious influences as these have served to
distinguish, and in some degree to segregate, the
Socialist movement of the working class in England
from parallel movements on the Continent: so that
English Labour has been but a half-hearted partici-
pant in the various Internationals. Their secularism
and anti-clericalism have been either unintelligible or
uncongenial But it has to be remembered that this
peculiar characteristic of the English proletariat is
largely an effect of the game causes which made
England a pioneer country in the development of
capitalist industry, and prior to that a pioneer also
in bourgeois political revolution. Unfortunately, we
cannot deduce from this any assurance that we are still
in the forefront of political evolution. Coming history
will reveal whether the pronounced Christian element
in British socialism has roots which drive deeper than
a long period of relative privilege and prosperity1.
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